
 
 
 

Proposed Columbarium for St. Patrick’s Church      
 

A columbarium is a monument, with niches for funeral urns to be stored.  For many years 
now, parishioners of Saint Patrick's have felt the need for a sacred place, set apart on 
church grounds, for the storing of loved ones’ ashes. This need is being felt elsewhere in the 
diocese and, in fact, Saint Andrew’s cathedral in Victoria has recently just completed a 
columbarium. 
 
Accordingly, a parish committee has been formed to oversee the construction of a 
columbarium for St. Patrick’s church. The committee would be remiss if first we did not 
gratefully acknowledge the hard work of several parishioners who, over the years, have kept 
the concept of a columbarium for our parish alive.  In particular, our thanks go to the late 
Rob Knudsen whose vision and quiet determination laid the groundwork for much of our 
proposal today. 
 
From the early days of planning a columbarium, to the present concept, there has been an 
evolution of ideas.  In particular, with development of the planned building expansion and the 
necessary modification of the entrance and approach to the church, it was felt that the 
columbarium could become an integral part of the expansion if placed at the front of the 
church.  Not only could the two projects share some necessary excavation costs, but the 
advantage of integrating the columbarium with the new external appearance of the church 
would be twofold. The design of the columbarium and the approach to the church would 
provide an aesthetic unity. In addition, the location at the front of the church also provides a 
symbolic spiritual connection between our living congregation and our loved ones who have 
departed. Access to the columbarium before or after entering the church would be easy. 
 
The committee has recommended that a columbarium, with the capacity of 360 niches, be 
constructed. Each niche would be able to hold two urns. It is important to understand that 
the financing of the columbarium is to be made from purchases of niches and is not 
associated with any fund raising that has been undertaken for the building expansion. We 
are expecting to be competitive with local prices while working towards a “Catholic” 
alternative for storing ashes here in Campbell River. At the moment, an approximate figure is 
around $3000 per regular niche. We are still in the process of determining costs and a price 
structure, and we hope to have everything in place for the AGM later this month. 	
	


